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MEETINGS* 


Regular  Meetings  of  the  Board  are  held  on  the  second  and 
fourth  Mondays  of  each  Month* 


CALENDAR  FOR  THE  YEAR  J906-7, 

High  School. 

Fall  Term  Begins  Sept.  4,  1906.  Closes  Dec.  21,  1906. 
Winter      "  Dec.  31,  1906.        "     Mar.  22,  1907. 

Spring       "  Apr.  i,    1907.        "     June  21,  1907. 

Other  Schools. 

Fall  Term  Begins  Sept.  4,  1906.  Closes  Dec.  21,  1906. 
Winter      "  Dec.  31,  1906.        "     Mar.  22,  1907. 

Spring       "         Apr.  i,    1907.        «     June  7,  1907. 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


The  School  Committee  of  Topsfield  respectfully  submit  the 
annual  report  of  the  work  and  condition  of  the  Schools  for  the  year 
ending  Feb.  2,  1907. 

This  year  we  were  obliged  to  secure  several  new  teachers,  as 
only  one  of  the  teaching  force  of  last  year  accepted  a  position  with 
us.  Small  towns,  generally,  are  confronted  by  the  same  difficulty, 
as  experienced  teachers  seek  employment  in  larger  towns  where  the 
chance  for  promotion  is  greater  and  salaries  much  higher. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  the  committee  that  our  present  corps  of 
teachers  are  doing  very  satisfactory  work,  notwithstanding  several 
of  them  entered  upon  the  work  of  the  year  without  any  experience 
in  teaching. 

Previous  to  this  year,  we  were  unable  in  very  cold  weather,  to 
properly  heat  the  school  rooms  in  the  annex.  During  the  summer 
vacation,  we  asked  an  expert  to  look  over  the  heating  plant  and 
suggest  such  alterations,  as  in  his  judgment  would  secure  satisfac- 
tory results.  His  suggestions  were  carried  out  at  an  expense  to  the 
town  of  $85. 

The  janitor  now,  in  the  severest  weather,  experiences  little  diffi- 
culty in  maintaining  practically,  a  uniform  temperature  throughout 
the  entire  building,  while  consuming  less  coal  than  in  former 
years. 

We  would  recommend  the  appropriations  for  school  expenses 
be  the  same  as  last  year,  viz.  $335°  including  $300  for  supplies,  and 
$150  on  acct.  of  Superintendent. 

For  details  of  school  work,  we  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  Su- 
perintendent and  teachers  which  are  printed  in  this  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  DONALDSON, 
A.  T.  MERRILL, 
M.  B.  BAILEY. 

School  Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS, 

I  submit  my  sixth  report  on  the  condition  of  the  Topsfield 
schools. 

The  past  fiscal  year  covering  as  it  does  one  half  of  two  years 
of  school  work  has  been  one  of  great  change.  At  the  close  of  the 
last  school  year  we  found  only  one  of  the  regular  teachers  sched- 
uled for  another  year  of  service  in  the  schools  of  Topsfield.  Miss 
Dodge  who  for  so  many  years  had  rendered  efficient  service  in  the 
primary  school  was  elected  to  the  principalship  of  a  primary  school 
in  Winchester.  This  vacancy  was  filled  by  the  election  of  Miss 
Margaret  A.  Pingree  a  graduate  of  Lewiston,  Me.,  Training  School 
and  the  condition  of  the  work  here  shows  the  wisdom  of  the 
choice. 

In  the  next  room  of  third  and  fourth  grade  the  resignation  of 
Miss  Ferguson  who  soon  after  changed  both  name  and  occupation 
made  it  necessary  to  select  her  successor.  Miss  Christine  Ross  of 
Lynnfield,  a  graduate  of  Salem  Normal  was  elected  and  her  work 
shows  the  advantage  she  derived  from  her  work  at  the  Normal. 

Miss  Goodwin  continues  in  charge  of  the  room  of  fifth  and  sixth 
grades  and  in  addition  has  the  classes  in  Geography  of  seventh  and 
eighth  grades  as  the  plan  of  work  explained  later  demanded.  This 
school  is  deriving  the  benefit  of  Miss  Goodwin's  maturity  in  the 
work  and  the  results  already  warrant  the  innovation. 

The  loss  of  Mr.  Ross  and  Miss  Hill,  teachers  in  the  High 
School  and  Miss  Andersen  in  the  grammar  school  made  it  possible 
to  effect  a  change  in  the  distribution  of  the  work  of  these  schools. 

To  understand  the  condition  of  the  work  in  the  High  School  it 
is  necessary  to  go  back  three  years  to  review  the  situation  at  that 
time.  The  school  then  had  an  enrollment  of  thirteen  for  the  year 
ending  in  June.  In  September  of  that  year  under  the  lead  of  Mr. 
A.  D.  Wiggin  a  large  proportion  of  the  entering  class  started  upon 
the  four  years  course  then  adopted  and  for  the  three  years  ending 
with  last  June  this  class  followed  out  that  course  and  the  two  who 
entered  upon  the  three  years  course,  also  offered  then,  but  discon- 
tinued since,  were  duly  graduated. 
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Last  June  it  became  necessary  to  provide  for  the  work  of  the 
entire  course  of  four  years,  which  with  the  subjects  demanded  for 
preparation  to  the  various  colleges  called  for  a  greater  number  of 
recitation  periods  than  could  be  found  with  two  teachers  and  short 
periods  of  twenty-five  minutes  each.  This  may  seem  a  very  short 
time  to  devote  to  a  recitation  but  upon  considering  that  the  classes 
range  from  four  or  five  to  eight  or  ten  in  number  it  will  be  seen 
that  these  pupils  have  private  tutoring  compared  with  the  large  di- 
visions of  thirty  or  more  found  in  large  High  Schools.  Again  the 
number  of  recitations  demanded  by  the  work  was  increased  over 
that  of  former  years  because  of  the  increased  demand  made  by  the 
college  authorities  in  their  requirements  for  admission.  In  most  of 
the  work  in  English,  Physics,  Chemistry,  Botany,  Latin,  French,  the 
standard  unit  of  work  agreed  upon  by  colleges  and  special  associa- 
tions of  teachers  is  the  college  unit  of  one  hundred  hours  of  work, 
which  calls  for  five  periods  of  work  per  week  throughout  the  year 
of  forty  weeks  in  Latin,  English,  Algebra  and  Geometery,  in  which 
two  college  units  per  year  are  required.  In  some  subjects  one  col- 
lege unit  may  be  taken  each  year  which  allows  for  three  periods  a 
week  for  forty  weeks  thus  measuring  up  a  strong  college  unit  of 
one  hundred  twenty  hours  of  work.  French  and  Botany  may  be  en- 
titled to  one  college  credit  if  taken  in  that  way  and  if  French  is 
taken  for  three  consecutive  years  by  some  outside  work  on  the  part 
of  both  pupil  and  teacher  the  work  may  be  done  in  a  manner  to  be 
accepted  by  some  colleges,  not  all. 

Another  subject  that  needed  to  be  provided  for  was  the  full  pre- 
paration for  Normal  Schools  in  History  and  Science.  The  outline 
of  work  which  follows  will  show  how  this  is  accomplished.  It  is  a 
purely  mathematical  problem  to  determine  how  many  recitation 
periods  of  a  given  length  may  be  found  in  the  definite  time  five 
hours,  the  school  day. 

Slips  giving  the  course  of  study  and  calling  for  the  subjects 
elected  by  the  pupils  with  the  counsel  of  their  parents  were  sent  to 
them  at  the  close  of  the  last  school  year. 

These  returns  showed  work  elected  by  the  school  calling  for 
fifteen  periods  of  work  more  than  two  teachers  could  bring  into  the 
five  school  hours  and  it  then  became  a  question  of  keeping  the  work 
up   to  recognized  standard  or  securing  a  college  graduate  for  the 
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vacant  grammar  school  position,  who  should  take  these  extra 
periods  and  in  turn  pass  on  to  the  teacher  below  the  Geography  of 
both  seventh  and  eighth  grades. 

The  latter  plan  was  adopted  and  I  think  wisely,  for  by  this  ar- 
rangement it  is  possible  for  all  who  wish  to  enter  college  or  Normal 
School,  to  make  good  standard  preparation  right  at  home,  a  condi- 
tion that  has  not  obtained  here  in  recent  years  except  as  special 
work  outside  of  class  has  been  given  the  pupils  preparing  for  col- 
lege. 

We  now  have  an  arrangement  that  is  sufficiently  flexible  to 
allow  for  a  variation  in  the  work  from  year  to  year  without  extra 
expense  for  an  extra  teacher,  a  plan,  too,  that  meets  the  approval 
of  the  State  Board  as  was  found  in  consultation  with  Hon.  Geo.  H. 
Martin,  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Education. 

To  enter  upon  this  arrangement  for  this  first  year  of  its  adop- 
tion the  committee  secured  Mr.  E.  Davis  Brooks  of  South  Mont- 
ville,  Me.,  as  principal,  Miss  Elizabeth  S.  Bartley  of  Wakefield,  as 
assistant  and  Miss  Sara  Dolan  of  Cambridge  to  take  part  of  the 
High  School  work  and  that  of  the  grammar  grades,  after  assigning 
the  Geography  work  to  Miss  Goodwin,  as  stated  before. 

The  program  was  brought  on  with  unusual  ease  and  smooth- 
ness the  first  day  and  all  appeared  to  be  well  qualified  to  carry  the 
work  to  a  great  success. 

It  was  soon  found  that  some  pupils  and  parents  thought  a  dif- 
ferent line  of  work  desirable  and  a  modification  of  the  program  was 
allowed.  Drawing  was  placed  on  the  list  of  electives  in  the  High 
School  course,  and  later  it  was  found  possible  to  allow  the  pupils  in 
French,  in  the  senior  class,  five  periods  of  work  a  week. 

With  such  a  course  provided  and  such  provision  made  for  ac- 
complishing the  work  it  now  remains  for  us  to  secure  for  the  school 
the  Certificate  of  the  College  Entrance  Examination  Board.  This 
calls  for  a  proof  of  standard  work  in  the  persons  of  two  graduates 
of  the  school  who  shall  maintain  their  record  for  the  first  year  at 
college  after  meeting  the  requirements  for  admission. 

In  order  to  reach  this  kind  of  preparation  it  will  be  necessary 
for  the  pupils  to  reach  a  fuller  appreciation  of  the  importance  of 
school  work  and  this  in  turn  depends  largely  upon  the  attitude  of 
parents  toward  it. 
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Especially  in  the  Grammar  and  High  Schools  is  it  absolutely 
necessary  that  independent  home  study  be  insisted  upon,  and  when 
other  interests  are  allowed  to  interfere,  the  inevitable  result  will  be 
a  failure  to  prepare  in  the  years  allowed  by  the  regular  course. 

By  the  system  of  diploma  points  adopted  in  connection  with 
the  present  course  of  study  a  pupil  is  given  credit  for  work  accom- 
plished up  to  standard  grade  and  when  a  sufficient  number  of  credits 
is  secured  the  diploma  of  the  school  is  granted  whether  at  the  end 
of  four  years  or  five. 

Right  here  it  may  be  well  to  remind  the  parents  of  their  re- 
sponsibility in  this  matter  of  the  intellectual  development  of  their 
children.  In  many  cases  a  little  consideration  on  the  part  of  parents 
will  prevent  tardiness  and  dismissal  for  the  latter  part  of  a  session 
as  well  as  absence  for  the  entire  session  or  day.  A  glance  at  the 
table  of  statistics  appended,  shows  how  serious  has  been  the  condi- 
tion under  which  the  teachers  are  obliged  to  accomplish  the  work 
of  the  year.  Sickness  is  always  a  reasonable  excuse  for  absence, 
but  I  can  hardly  imagine  conditions  in  a  well  regulated  family  that 
would  make  necessary  so  great  a  number  of  cases  of  tardiness  as 
the  table  shows.  Our  teachers  are  loyal  to  the  cause  and  ready  to 
meet  any  just  claim  upon  their  time  and  energy,  but  with  dilatory 
pupils  and  the  demands  of  the  barge  service  they  find  conditions 
exceedingly  trying  for  finishing  the  work  of  each  month.  One  sin  e 
result  must  be  failure  of  promotion  in  June. 

One  word  regarding  the  salaries  paid  to  the  teachers  of  Tops- 
field.  A  glance  at  the  table  before  mentioned  shows  how  small  .1 
salary  is  paid  our  teachers.  In  the  past  the  Town  has  been  fortu- 
nate in  having  those  whose  misfortune  required  that  they  be  al 
home.  They  proved  exceptionally  strong  in  the  school  room  and 
we  were  fortunate,  but  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  go  into  the 
open  market  and  secure  teachers  who  have  had  the  benefit  of  a 
college  or  normal  course  at  $350,  it  appears  to  show  a  lack  of  prop- 
er appreciation  of  the  profession,  when  we  offer  them  less  than  the 
kitchen  help  demands  and  receives. 

With  a  tax  rate  of  $10  and  the  amount  of  State  Aid  received 
annually  it  does  seem  as  if  our  teachers  might  be  influenced  to  re- 
main with  us  two  or  possibly  three  years  by  the  payment  of  a  rea 
sonable  salary. 
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Upon  examining  the  Course  of  Study  of  the  High  School  it  will 
be  found  to  differ  from  that  in  last  report  in  giving  five  periods  of 
work  a  week  to  English  instead  of  three,  as  explained  before,  and 
in  placing  drawing  in  the  list  of  electives.  This  changes  the  num- 
ber of  diploma  points  to  be  secured  for  the  diploma  from  eighty  to 
seventy-six,  but  leaving  the  number  to  be  elected  the  same,  viz. 
eighteen. 

The  reports  of  the  High  School  principal  and  the  special 
teachers  of  Music  and  Drawing  are  worthy  of  your  careful  consid- 
eration. The  recommendations  they  make  would  tend  greatly  to 
the  advantage  of  the  schools  if  the  means  shall  be  provided  to  se- 
cure the  improvements  asked  for. 

For  the  loyalty  of  the  teachers  and  for  the  support  of  the  com- 
mittee I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MELVILLE  A.  STONE, 

Supt.  of  Schools, 


REPORT  OF  PRINCIPAL  OF  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

To  the  School  Committee  of  Topsfield,  Mass. 

Gentlemen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
condition  of  the  Topsfield  High  School. 

The  changes  made  last  fall  in  the  course  of  study  have  placed 
the  school  on  a  far  better  footing  than  ever  before.  The  course  has 
been  lengthened  from  three  to  four  years  and  studies  so  arranged 
that  the  school  now  compares  well  with  other  college  preparatory 
schools  even  though  they  may  be  much  larger  and  possessed  of  a 
strong  financial  backing. 

A  full  High  School  course  in  Mathematics  is  taught  in  the  first 
three  years.  During  the  last  year  the  subject  is  not  dropped,  as  is 
often  the  case  in  schools  of  a  similar  character,  but  instead  five  full 
periods  per  week  are  devoted  to  a  careful  review  of  the  subject,  thus 


9 


strengthening  the  pupil  at  any  points  where  he  may  be  weak  or  de- 
ficient and  fitting  him  to  pass  a  rigid  college  entrance  examina- 
tion. 

The  course  in  Modern  Language  consists  of  a  three  years 
course  in  French  and  the  same  in  German  if  desired.  Particular  at- 
tention is  paid  to  French  Composition,  i.  e.,  the  turning  of  English 
into  French,  a  number  of  essays  on  the  subject  being  required  each 
year. 

A  four  years  course  of  Latin  is  given,  all  of  the  usual  High 
School  classics  being  taken  up.  Frequent  tests  are  required  of 
each  student. 

History  and  English  come  in  for  their  full  share  of  attention, 
and  are  carefully  taken  up  ;  four  years  are  devoted  to  each  subject. 
The  list  of  text  books  bearing  on  English  is  very  complete  and  is 
constantly  being  added  to. 

The  Science  Course  offered  is  peculiarly  complete.  Physical 
Geography  is  taken  up  the  first  year.  Botany  and  Zoology  the  sec- 
ond year.  Physics  the  third  year  and  Chemistry  in  the  fourth  year. 
Much  of  the  time  given  to  Chemistry  is  devoted  to  experimental 
work  carried  on  by  the  students.  About  fifty  experiments  are  per- 
formed during  the  year. 

The  standard  of  70  per  cent,  required  for  passing  is  higher 
than  that  held  by  some  of  the  largest  schools  in  the  county.  One 
of  the  hardest  and  most  noted  fitting  schools  in  Boston  carries  a 
standard  of  only  60  per  cent,  and  in  another  leading  school  in  the 
same  city  the  standard  is  but  50  per  cent.  Facts  like  these  speak 
for  themselves  as  to  the  quality  of  work  done  in  the  school.  Sever- 
al of  our  students  maintain  an  average  of  over  90  per  cent,  in  their 
work. 

The  best  judgment  of  all  connected  with  the  school  is  exer- 
cised to  strengthen  the  school  in  every  possible  way.  The  entrance 
requirements  of  all  the  leading  colleges  have  been  carefully  exam- 
ined by  the  teachers,  and  the  knowledge  gained  applied  to  each  de- 
partment of  the  school. 

The  special  needs  of  every  pupil  are  kept  in  mind,  and  an 
amount  of  personal  work  done  which  is  impossible  in  a  large  school 
where  the  teacher  has  little  or  no  opportunity  of  assisting  the  pupils 
under  his  care. 


IO 


So  far  as  possible  the  intentions  of  each  pupil  as  to  his  fu- 
ture course  are  ascertained,  and  his  school  course  adapted  to 
them. 

The  standard  of  intelligence  in  the  school  is  high,  a  natural 
consequence  in  a  school  composed  entirely  of  Americans.  The 
morale  is  equally  good,  a  spirit  of  honor  prevailing  among  the 
pupils,  which  it  never  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  meet  before. 
They  have  proved  themselves  thoroughly  trustworthy  and  have 
been  of  assistance  to  me  in  many  ways. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  my  co-workers,  Miss  Bartley  and 
Miss  Dolan.  They  have  proven  themselves  thoroughly  efficient  in 
their  departments,  and  the  work  done  by  each  has  been  of  a  high 
quality.  Much  praise  is  due  the  School  Committee  for  the  way  in 
which  they  have  supplied  the  needs  of  the  school.  Yet  there  re- 
mains many  things  to  ask  for.  More  laboratory  equipment  is  need- 
ed particularly  for  the  study  of  Physics.  Additional  material  for 
the  chemical  work  is  also  needed.  A  larger  reference  library  would 
very  greatly  facilitate  the  work  of  the  school  in  every  way. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  hearty  appreciation  of 
the  efforts  of  the  Committee  on  Schools  in  raising  the  standard  of 
work  and  in  supplying  everything  needed  for  use  in  the  schools. 
They  have  constantly  endeavoured  to  better  the  schools  in  every 
way  and  should  receive  the  thanks  of  every  citizen  for  their  work. 

The  Superintendent  of  Schools  has  been  very  punctual  and 
faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  and  has  neglected  nothing 
which,  in  his  judgment,  needed  to  be  done. 

During  the  past  year  much  has  been  accomplished  along  the 
line  of  progress  and  more  will  be  accomplished  in  the  coming  year. 
But  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  all  such  changes  are,  and  must 
of  a  necessity  be  gradual.  One  should  not  expect  conditions  which 
have  stood  for  years  to  be  overturned  and  a  new  system  established 
in  a  month  nor  even  in  a  year.  If,  in  each  succeeding  year,  the 
school  shows  a  steady  and  sure  advancement  the  people  should  feel 
that  they  have  no  cause  for  other  than  self-congratulation.  Al- 
ready the  school  'is  considerably  in  advance  of  similar  schools  in 
small  towns. 

Changes  will  doubtless  be  made  in  the  lower  schools,  such  as  to 
bring  their  preparation  for  high  school  work  to  a  level  with  the 
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high  school's  preparation  for  college.  While  having  little  to  do 
personally  with  the  Grammar  Grades  it  seems  to  me  that  the  work- 
there  is  even  more  important  than  in  the  High  School,  for,  it  is 
there  that  pupils  receive  the  foundation  for  all  their  future  knowl- 
edge and  in  many  cases  their  entire  preparation  for  the  work  of 
life.  During  the  years  spent  in  Grammar  School  the  pupil  is  at 
the  most  critical  point  in  his  life,  i.  e.,  the  formative  period.  I 
would  that  I  could  make  all  see  as  strongly  as  I  do,  the  necessity 
for  the  utmost  pains  and  caution  in  the  preparation  of  the  younger 
scholars  not  only  in  school  work  but  in  his  morals.  How  many 
boys  and  girls  are  injured  often  to  an  alarming  extent  by  the  words 
and  acts  of  those  who  as  their  seniors  should  be  leading  them  in 
the  paths  of  rectitude.  I  have  not  found  this  to  be  the  case  here  at 
least  not  to  any  extent.  But  it  becomes  a  duty  of  us  all  to  guard 
carefully  against  even  a  probability  of  such  things. 

The  parents  of  the  pupils  attending  school  would  confer  a 
great  benefit  upon  the  teachers,  upon  the  pupils  and  finally  upon 
themselves  by  visiting  the  schools  frequently  and  seeing  for  them- 
selves the  sort  of  work  done.  Nothing  can  be  of  greater  assistance 
to  a  teacher  than  constant  and  hearty  co-operation  by  the  parents 
in  seeing  that  the  work  laid  out  for  home  study  is  done  and  even 
by  assisting  the  pupil  if  possible.  I  wish  that  more  people  could 
be  brought  to  see  the  importance  of  this. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  School  Committee,  the  pupils  of  the  High 
School  and  the  people  of  Topsfield  for  the  courtesy  which  they 
have  invariably  shown  me. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

E.  DAVIS  BROOKS. 


REPORT  OF  SUPERVISOR  OF  DRAWING. 

To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Topsfield. 

In  submitting  this,  my  fourth  annual  report,  I  can  but  state 
that  the  same  general  outline  of  work  has  been  carried  on  as  in  the 
preceding  years,  with  increased  interest  shown  by  the  pupils  of  the 
several  grades,  and  in  many  instances  considerable  real  proficiency 
has  been  attained  both  in  the  freehand  and  designing. 
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The  aim  of  my  instruction  has  been  to  create  a  greater  love  of 
the  beautiful,  a  more  careful  painstaking  method  of  work,  more  ac- 
curacy and  neatness  and  above  all  to  develope  the  habit  of  seeing 
correctly.  To  a  certain  extent  my  training  has  borne  fruit  along 
these  lines. 

In  the  first  and  second  grades  the  use  of  the  colored  crayons 
is  a  most  excellent  medium  and  prepares  the  children  for  the  water 
color  work  which  is  introduced  in  the  next  two  grades. 

Some  excellent  work  has  been  done  during  the  past  year  in 
the  third  and  fourth  grades,  both  in  color  and  brush  and  ink  work. 
It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  this  fact,  as  we,  as  a  general 
thing  do  not  expect  to  accomplish  such  accurate  work  in  the  pupils 
of  these  grades.  A  notable  fact  in  connection  with  the  above,  is 
that  a  number  of  borders  executed  in  brush-work  in  these  grades 
equalled,  and  in  one  case  far  surpassed  the  efforts  of  several  pupils 
of  the  more  advanced  classes. 

The  fifth  and  sixth  grades  have  been  given  free-hand,  design 
and  a  percentage  of  mechanical  work  through  the  year  using,  pen- 
cil, brush  and  ink  together  with  color,  some  very  good  results  hav- 
ing been  attained.  The  manual  training  carried  on  by  the  regular 
teacher  here,  has  resulted  in  making  the  pupils  much  more  careful, 
and  more  accurate  in  the  mechanical  branch  of  my  instruction. 

In  the  grammar  grades  my  outline  of  work  has  been  much  the 
same  as  in  the  high  school,  thereby  preparing  these  pupils  to  carry 
on  their  studies  in  this  branch  without  interruption  when  passing 
into  the  next  room. 

The  study  of  drawing,  since  made  elective  in  the  high  school 
has  been  somewhat  retarded  owing  to  lack  of  proper  facilities.  It 
is  well-nigh  impossible  to  teach  drawing  without  illustrating  on  the 
blackboard,  and  in  this  case,  being  assigned  to  the  recitation  room 
where  the  board  is  on  one  side  of  the  room  instead  of  directly  be- 
fore the  pupils,  it  has  made  it  most  inconvenient,  annoying  and  un- 
desirable. Time  must  be  wasted  in  leaving  seats,  to  walk  out  in 
front  of  the  board,  as  from  the  seats  everything  demonstrated  is 
seen  foreshortened  and  in  perspective,  thereby,  giving  an  entirely 
different  aspect  to  those  sitting  in  the  side  and  rear  seats.  Also 
there  is  no  convenience  for  placing  articles  to  be  used  as  models  to 
draw  and  paint  from,  and  these  pupils  are  getting  now,  where  they 
are  capable  of  doing  good  work  under  favorable  conditions. 
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I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  a  small  table  or  stand  be  pro- 
vided for  such  use,  as  both  pupils  and  instructor  have  been  placed 
at  a  great  disadvantage  all  this  term. 

During  the  past  two  years  several  attempts  have  been  made  to 
draw  and  paint  the  costumed  figure  from  the  living  model  and  a 
number  of  excellent  papers  have  been  shown.  This  year  pupils 
have  requested  to  be  permitted  to  pursue  their  studies  along  these 
lines,  which  shows  that  their  interest  has  been  awakened,  and  I  am 
sorry  to  state  that  I  have  had  to  refuse  owing  to  lack  of  space,  as 
the  model  must  be  at  a  certain  distance  from  the  worker  to  get  the 
effect  as  a  whole.  The  room  is  large  enough,  but  the  necessary 
space  in  which  a  model  would  pose,  being  occupied,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  this  portion  of  our  work  must  be  omitted,  and  I  consider 
drawing  from  the  human  figure  to  be  one  of  the  essentials.  Free- 
hand paper-cutting  has  been  introduced  this  year  and  some  very 
original  designs  made. 

The  January  work  in  the  high  school  resulted  in  a  most  praise- 
worthy production,  namely  the  making  of  a  calendar  design,  for 
which  a  neat,  pretty  little  landscape  was  painted,  mounted  and  bord- 
er drawn,  one  of  the  pupils,  not  a  member  of  the  class,  most  gra- 
ciously offering  to  provide  calendars,  the  whole  being  a  very  satis- 
factory affair. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  unfailing  courtesy 
and  consideration  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  and  the  Super- 
intendent, and  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  several  teachers  with 
whom  I  have  been  associated. 

Respectfully, 

FREDERIKA  S.  GEYER, 

Supervisor  of  Drawing. 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERVISOR  OF  MUSIC 

To  the  School  Board  and  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Tops- 
field,  Mass. 

Gentlemen : 

I  hereby  present  the  following  report  of  my  work  as  supervis- 
or of  music  in  your  schools  for  the  past  year. 

Every  week,  as  formerly,  I  have  visited  each  room,  spending 
in  each  from  twenty  to  thirty  minutes.  The  time  has  been  em- 
ployed as  usual  in  note  reading,  scale  and  interval  work,  and  the 
singing  of  songs. 

On  account  of  the  enlarged  course  of  study  in  the  High  School, 
the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  receive  instruction  only  once  a  week, 
when  I  visit  them;  the  same  is  true  of  the  High  School.  Although 
this  seems  to  afford  very  little  opportunity  for  progress,  I  know 
from  past  experience  that  very  satisfactory  results  can  be  obtained 
if  the  pupils  will  give  earnest  attention  and  effort  during  that 
period. 

The  lower  grades  are  given  daily  drill  by  their  several  teach- 
ers, and,  as  would  naturally  be  expected,  the  progress  is  more  evi- 
dent.   The  pupils  are  doing  good  work. 

Our  new  Music  Readers,  the  Modern  Series,  placed  in  the  third 
to  sixth  grades  inclusive,  have  given  us  great  pleasure  and  renewed 
interest.  The  songs  and  exercises  of  these  books  have  been  select- 
ed from  the  great  song-writers,  and  it  seems  to  me,  as  I  use  them 
in  your  schools  and  throughout  those  of  Danvers,  that  no  books 
could  be  arranged  to  give  more  delight  and  satisfaction  to  both 
teachers  and  pupils. 

In  closing  this  report,  let  me  express  our  gratitude  for  these 
new  books  and  for  your  interest  and  support. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FLORA  L.  RICHMOND, 

Supervisor  of  Music. 
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Courses  of  Study  m  the  Topsfield  High  School* 

FIRST  YEAR. 


COLLEGE  PREPARATORY 


NORMAL 


GENERAL 


English 

Latin,  I 

Algebra 

Hist  of  Greece 

Drawing 

Music 


hrs. 


English 
*Latin,  I 
Algebra 

*Hist.  of  Greece 

Drawing 

Music 


5  hrs. 
5  " 
5  " 
3  " 


English 

Physiography 

Algebra 

Hist,  of  Greece 

Drawing 

Music 


5  hrs. 
3  " 
5  " 
3  " 
i  " 


SECOND  YEAR. 


English  5  hrs. 

Latin,  II  5 

Hist,  of  Rome        3  " 

♦French  3  " 

Geometry  5  " 

Drawing  1  " 

Music  1  " 


English  5  hrs. 

♦Latin,  II  5  " 

*Hist.  of  Rome  3  " 

Geometry  5  " 

French  3  " 

Bot.  and  Zool.  3  " 

Drawing  1  " 

Music  1  " 


English  5  hrs, 

♦French  3  " 

Hist,  of  Rome  3  " 

Geometry  5  " 

Bot.  and  Zool.  3  " 

Drawing  1  " 

Music  1  " 


English  5  hrs. 

♦Latin,  III  or  IV  5  " 

H.,  Alg.  &  S.  Geom.s  " 

Hist,  of  Eng.  3  " 

♦French  3  " 

Physics  4  *' 

Drawing  1  " 

Music  1  " 


THIRD  YEAR. 


English  5  hrs. 

Review  Math.  5  " 

Hist,  of  Eng.  3  " 

♦Physics  4  " 

♦French  3  M 

Drawing  1  " 

Music  1  " 


English  5  hrs. 

♦Review  Math.  5  " 

♦Physics  4  " 

Hist,  of  Eng.  3  " 

♦French  3  " 

Drawing  1  " 

Music  1  " 


English  5  hrs, 

♦Latin,  IV  or  III  5  " 

His.  U.  S.  &  Civics  3  " 

♦French  3  " 

Chemistry  4  " 

♦Review  Math.  3  " 

Drawing  1  " 

Music  1  " 


FOURTH  YEAR. 


English  5  hrs- 

French  3  " 

♦His.  U.  S.  &  Civ.   3  " 

Physiology  3  " 

Physiography  3  " 

♦Chemistry  4  " 

Drawing  1  " 

Music  1 


English  5  hrs. 

♦French  3  " 
His.  U.  S.  &  Civics  3  " 

Physiology  3 

♦Chemistry  4 

Book-keeping  3  " 

Drawing  1  Jj 

Music  1 
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